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Art Unit 
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: . The MAILING DATE of this communicatio n app ars on the cover sheet wtth the correspond nee aaaress ~ 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MO NTH (S) FROM 

. ,f NO period for reply is specrfied above the ™~ become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- ^r: c « 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance , excepl ^forfon^a. matters prosecutor , as to the ments ,s 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. <~>.^. * 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1^50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

ZM Claim(s) h50 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the ™ r " 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(3). 

1 The proposed drawing correction fi.ed on is: a,Q approved b)D disapproved by the Exammer. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 1 9 and 1 20 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a Cairn forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3 D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents . have , tjjn received in this Nationa. Stage 

aoolication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
* See the attached derailed Office action for a list of the certified cop.es not received. 

1 4) D MKnldgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. , 1 19(e) (to a provision, appHcat.on, 

a) □ The transition of the foreign language provisional application has been rece^ 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) pgper N()(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) „ |nfQrma| pgtent App , icat ion (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Rev.ew (PTO-948) lj 

3 □ information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U ° mer ' 
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Application/Control Number: 09/923,1 16 
Art Unit: 3738 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

This application contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species of 
the claimed invention: Species I, referring to page 3, lines 3-26; Species II, referring to page 4, 
lines 1-12; Species III, referring to page 4, lines 26-31; and Species IV, referring page 5, lines 1- 
7. 

Applicant is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is finally 
held to be allowable. Currently, no generic claims have been found. 

Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must include an identification of the 
species that is elected consonant with this requirement, and a lifting of all claims readable 
thereon, including any claims subsequently added. An argument that a claim is allowable or that 
all claims are generic is considered nonrespcnsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of 
claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or otherwise include all the 
notations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. MPEP § 
809.02(a). 

Shou.d applicant traverse on the ground that the species are not patentab.y distinct, 
appiicant shouid submit ev.dence or identify such evidence now of record showing the species to 
be obvious variants or deariy admit on the record that this is the case. In either instance, if the 
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examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the evidence or admission 
may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

A telephone call was made to Kenneth A. Gandy on January 27, 2003 to request an oral 
election to the above restriction requirement, but did not result in an election being made. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alvin J Stewart whose telephone number is 703-305-0277. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00AM-5:30PM(1 Friday B-week off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Corrine McDermott can be reached on 703-308-2111. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-3590 for regular 
communications and 703-308-2708 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0858. 

/S 

AST David H.Willse 

February 6, 2003 Primary Examiner 



